
 
Water for Elephants, by Sara Gruen. When Jacob Jankowski, a 

veterinary student, recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps onto a passing 
train, he enters a world of freaks, swindlers and misfits in a second-rate circus 
struggling to survive during the Great Depression. This is a great, glorious, big-
hearted novel of love and hate, dwarves and fat ladies, horses and elephants… 
Human-Animal relationships, Historical fiction, Romance, Adventure. For 
Girls, and boys will like it too 

 
Catch-22, by Joseph Heller. Set in the closing months of World 

War II, it is the story of a bombardier named Yossarian and all the 
men of his squad who want to survive and to honour their duty. Catch-
22 swivels between hilarious and horrifying, it is a keystone work in 
American literature, and even a new term to the dictionary. War, 
thriller, friendship, sanity. For Boys, and girls will like it too 

 

The outsiders, by S.E. Hinton. According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of 
people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can 
get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A 
greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his 
back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it -until one terrible 
night his friend Johnny kills a soc. Identity, Historical fiction, Coming of age, 
Boys 

 

Divergent series, by Veronica Roth. In a dystopian Chicago 
world, society is divided into five factions, each dedicated to the 
cultivation of a particular virtue--Candor (the honest), Abnegation 
(the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite 
(the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-
olds must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their 
lives and endure the following initiation... Urban Fantasy, dystopia, 
romance, adventure. Girls 

 
Noughts & Crosses, by Malorie Blackman. Just in case you have not 

read it yet, then you need to. Two young people are forced to make a stand in this 
thought-provoking look at racism and prejudice in an alternate society. Told 
alternatively in his and her point of view. Historical fiction, Dystopia, 
Segregation, Impossible love, Boys and Girls 

 

Librarian’s choice 
 

Year 11 -13 



Brainjack, by Brian Faulkner. Sam, a teenage computer genius,  takes up an 
invitation to join a secret online convention for the best hackers in the world, and 
finds himself thrown into a world of international high-risk security and double-
crossing traitors. A thrilling action novel set in the not to distant world of 
espionage and intrigue; of cybercrime and imminent war. A high-octane techno 
thriller, by New Zealand author. Hacking, thriller, adventure, Boys 

 

The Passage, by Justin Cronin. A security breach at a secret U.S. 
government facility unleashes the monstrous product of a chilling military 
experiment that only six-year-old orphan Amy Harper Bellafonte can stop. 
An epic, awe-inspiring novel of good and evil already a global bestseller 
Multi-award winning, experimentation, thriller, Girls. 

 

Hush hush series, by Becca Fitzpatrick. Nora Grey is a seemingly 
normal teenage girl. Super-alluring bad boy, Patch is now her deskmate in class. 
Together they find themselves at the centre of a centuries-old feud between a 
fallen angel and a Nephilim... A stunning, sexy debut YA series about a romance 
between a high school student and a fallen angel. Urban fantasy, Angels, Girls 

 

Declaration series, by Gemma Malley. In the year 2140, it is illegal to be 
young. Children are all but extinct. The world is a better place. Longevity drugs are 
a fountain of youth. Sign the Declaration, agree not to have children and you too 
can live forever. For the children are surplus status.  Anna and Peter are surplus… 
This apocalyptic series will take the conversation about ethics and science to the 
next level. Dystopia, Choices, Boys & Girls. 

 

The fault in our stars, by John Green. Despite the tumor-
shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never 
been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But 
when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at 
Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely 
rewritten. Sickness, multi-award winner, romance, Boys and Girls 

 
Tell No One, by Harlan Coben. Eight years ago David Beck was knocked 

unconscious and left for dead, and his wife Elizabeth was kidnapped and 
murdered. Dr Beck re-lived the horror of what happened that day every day of his 
life. But one day, he receives a message from her… Suspense, Thriller, Family, 
Multi-award winner, Boys and Girls 

 

The Boy who harnessed the Wind, by William 
Kamkwomba. At 14 years old, William had been forced to leave 
school as there was no money to pay the fees. Borrowing library books to 
continue his education, William picked up a book in English about energy, 
with a picture of a wind turbine on the front cover. Fascinated by science 
and electricity, William decided to build his own.  Biography, Courage, 
Survival, Invention, Boys and Girls 

 
I Am Malala, by Malala Yousafzai. The highly anticipated memoir of 

Malala Yousafzai, the schoolgirl from Pakistan's Swat region who stood up for 
Education and Was Shot by the Taliban. Multi-award winning, biography, 
courage, women rights. Boys and Girls. 


